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SOME 


CONSIDERATIONS 


Relating to the | 
WOOLLEN-MANUFACTORY, 


Humbly offered 
To the great Council of Pax t1aMENT, 


BY SOME 
Merchants and others of the City of London, and el{ewhere. 


Hereas the Woollen-ManufaCtory is well known 
; to be the richeſt Treaſure in his Majeſties Domi- 
nions, the Strength and Sinews of this Nation ; and 
the maintaining and encouragement thereof is of 
: ſuch abſolute neceſſity ; that it cannot be reafon- 
ably expected the Nation ſhould flouriſh or' proſper withont the 


m_—_ 


There is hereby humbly offered to the conſideration of this 
honourable Houſe, the great ruine and decay of the ſaid Manufa- 
Qory, eſpecially as relating to the forrain Exportation thereof, for 
France, Flanders, Holand, and other neighbouting parts ; that unleſs 
timely prevented , the ſame will neceſlarily more decreaſe, and at 
length be wholly deſtroyed. 


The chief and greateſt cauſe of ſuch decay, being the private 


Exportation of our own and Iriſh Wooll to the aforeſaid forreign 


parts, in ſuch great and conſiderable quantities , that the ſame may 
be purchaſed there near as cheap as we can have it brought to ſeve- 
ral of our own Markets : the Exporter, according to computation, 
not gaining thereby (after running all the hazard) above 6 or 7 per 
Cent. By which plentiful ſupply, together with thoſe excellent me- 
thods practicable amongſt them, eſpecially in Holand and Zealand, 
for: ſetting their Poor on work, they have their Goods made 
much the cheaper. And alſo the great Duties they impoſe on 
the Importation of our Woollen ManufaQories , epſecially in the 
French Dominions, thereby they not onely beat us out of trade 
in moſt 'of their own Markets which before we ſupply'd; but may 
alſo be ſuſpected in ſhort time (if they continue to improve them- 


ſelves fo much as of late years, and having ſuch plentiful ſupplies 


of our Wooll ) to be able to diſpute with us for great part of our 
other forrain Trade in the ſaid ManufaQtory. 
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It being undeniable that the French take off few or none of 
our middle and low - pric'd Clothes , Stuffs, or Druggets, be- 
cauſe with the eafte ſupply ef. our, Eagliſh and Iriſh Wooll, they 
themſelves make the ſame or other forts anſwerable thereto , which 


without the ſaid Wooell they cannot reaſonably effe& ts the leaſt of 


their own advantage , or prejudice to. oursz and albeit they. take 
from us ſome ſmall quantity of our finer fort of Broad Cloath , yet 
that is the leſs conſiderable, the-ſame Gldath being compoſed the moſt 
of Spaniſh, and the leaſt part of our own Wooll. Ss 

And as forthe Freneh' Gonqueſts, as Lie, Armentiers ; Faler- 
ciennes, and other parts adjacent, it's well known that of late years 
they are ſo much improved 1n the Woollen-Manufattory, being chiefly 
encouraged thereto by the frequent ſupplies of our Engliſh and. I- 
riſh Wool, that they not-aJone ſupply their own and neighbou- 
ring Markets with the ſame, but others. alſo at a conſiderable di- 

ance. 

The like proves alſo true: of the Thhabitants n- arid about* T#ege, 
whom being plentifully ſupplied with Iriſh Wooll from Hella»d and 
Zealand, have of late years ſo much increaſed in the manufacturing 
of Woolten, eſpecially of a ſort of low-pricd Gloath in imitation;of 
our Northera Dozens; that they maintain their Factors in many other 
parts for: vending the ſame, which they alfe do-at as (if not\ more ) 
reaſonable rates than can be afforded from hence. x 

And as: for Hellan&4and Zealand, &c. we'are under much the ſame 
cimcumftances with them'as relating to the WaollensManufattory 3 it 
being obſervable, that what they take from ne is chiefly ſome: 
together with ſome few Northern Dozens, Kerſeys, and other low- 
pricd goods, whereon is the leaſt advantage, and wherewith they can 
ve furniſhed from-Hull and other: out-Ports:at ſuch low rates, thatthey 
think it not worth their while to make the ſame, .as finding'a —_— 
advantage to themſelyes'in the- finer fort of Woallen-ManufaQtories, 
with which they not onely ſupply their 'own, . but alſo: many forrann 
Markets, to our great detriment, there betdg nothing that: can make 
them capable of ſo doing, but their induſtry, and methods of keegying 
their Poor at work, together with their frequent ſupplies: of our 
Engliſh, Scotch, and Iriſh Wool, and Fullers-earth. | D509" 


Much more might be offered | to coalideration, not onely in reſpect 
of the forementioned parts, but alſo of ſeveral: others which lie under 


the ſame circumſtances; as/alſo there might without much digreſtion ' 


be ſufficiently demonſtrated, the great loſs that accrews to our Nation 
throngh the Exportation af -Wook, fo that each. Pack to the yalue 
of about Ten Pound,. bath .been comptited at near two Hutdred 
Pound:damage to the King, and: Kingdoms. but the chief intent here- 
of is, by making evident i ſome degree the declining condnton of 
the faid Manafactory, thereby. to enforce the great neceſlity of ſome 
convenient method for the. Re-eſtabliſhment and encouraging of the 
ſame ; to which. end the following Attempt 1s humbly: propoted, ab 
ways with ſubmiſſion to better. Jadgmeys: © 1 7» 
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_ It being very obſervable that the former A& of Parliament where- 
by the Exportation. of Wooall is made Felony, hath yery little con- 
tributed to the preventing the ſame, far that na provifian is made 
thereby for the encquragement of the Informer z which if it were, 
yet few or none would be willing to inform againſt or. proſecute a- 
nother ( eſpecially in ſych caſes) where their lives are concerned : 
It is therefore humbly propoſed, that the faid Clauſe in that Act may 
be repealed, and in ſtead thereof ſome others inſerted which-may 
be more effectual for its intended end. | 
The whict'is humbly, conceived to be, by providing a ſufficient en- 
couragement for the Informer, and that no Wooll ſhall be permitted 
to be lodged but at a convenient diſtance from the Sea-ſhore ; and 
that if any Wooll ſhall be diſcovered within that diſtance, eſpecially 
after Sun-ſetting, to be carried either by Cart, Horſe, or otherwiſe, 
that the ſame (hall-nat. opely be forfeited. , together with the ſaid 
Cart, Horſe, &'c. but ale the Owners whole Eftates ; and the Driver 
of the ſaid Cart or Horſe:to endure a years Impriſogment, And that 
if any Wooll ſhall be found in ſmall Package , or Serew-pack'd; that 
the ſame-ſhall not.onely be-forfcited; but'the perſon with whom it is 
found'(hall forfeit; four doyble the value, And: if it ſhall 'be proved 
that Wopll hath. been carried by Cart, Horſe, or;other ways withm 
ſach. a. diſtance of. the. Searenalt as before. propated:; or that:iti[fha}l 
be proved that any: Woolkl hath been: gonveyed' on baoard;-or £x- 
ported fram any of. the. ſaid Coalts,, if-the id Carriers, Owners, or 
Exporters. have no.Eftate.te. forfeit, or grepetappiiohendedts; receive 
dye: puniſhment, the Diyafion or: Handred) (ain caſes of Robberi 
ſhall have. conſiderable Fine laid ypon-them for. the fame. -- And-: that 
if-any;:Wonll be found privately conveying 6r conveyed on board 
any Veſlel, the ſame ſhall be forfeit ; the Owner orExporter thereof, 
if found, ſhall not onely forfeit his whole Eſtate, but alſo be tranſ- 
paitedivocderve on: boardithe Galleys, together with the Maſter of the 
faid /Vefdd,. and hi aid: Company; or elſe ta'endure imprifonment 
propdntionably. And that if any Wooll be' prov'd to be exported, 
the Qwntr ar Exporter thereof being made known within a year and 
aiUayi alter ſuck Fatt committed, the ſaid Owner: or Exporter ſhall 
nat! anely::forfeit their\ whole Eftates, but alſo be tranſported, as a- 
forcſaid: which is yet more favourable than F elony. And that for 
the greater encouragement of the Informer, although he was a perſon 
concern'd or imployed in the exportation of Wooll, he ſhall not onely 
receive his Pardon for the ſame, but alſo the propoſed Reward for 
his ſaid Information. And for what relates to Ireland, it's humbly 


Propoſed, That whereas,it is there euſtomary, when Woolt is ſhipt off 


for England, to give Security it ſhall be delivered accordingly; yet 


_ afterwards,by procuring a Certificate,in bribing of the Officers, at ſome 


of the Ports of this Nation, as if the Wooll were delivered there, 
they get the ſaid Security in 1relard to be diſchargd, notwithſtand- 
ing they carry the faid Wooll to forreign parts: That therefore if the 
Maſter of the ſaid Ship, or any of his Company, or other perſons 
whatſoever, ſhall within a year and a day after ſuch Fa committed, 


make 
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make the ſame appear to ſuch Officers as ſhall be appointed to that - 
end, ſo as that the ſaid Owner, Exporter, or Officers fo corrupted 
may be ſecured, the Informer ſhall be immediately paid for his faid In- 
formation 200. The Owner, Exporter, or Officers fo convpted, ſhall 
forfeit their whole Eſtates, be made uncapable of ever bearing after 
any Office; and moreover, they ſhall (be confined to Priſon for a con- 
ſiderable time, or) be tranſported, as before-mentioned. 

It is alſo conceived to be very neceſlary, that any Diſcoverer, or 
other fingle Witneſs, though he hath profit thereby, ought to be ſuffi- 
cient Evidence it being better for us to run the hazard that one man 
in ſeven years be injured by the perjury of an Informer, than that ſo 
many vile Offenders eſcape for want of Witneſs, who have no benefit 
by the ſeizure and evidence. | 


Now whereas it may be alleadg'd, that our Wooll ſo prevented 
from exportation will increaſe ſo much in quantity, and be brought (6 
low in price at home, that the Owners, Grafiers, Farmers, ec. will 
be thereby impoveriſhed. We £ 

Againſt whichit is humbly offered, that there 'are two ways to pre- 

vent the faid inconyeniencie : The firſt and beft being to manufacure 
all the Wooll at home ;. the Method for which/hath been already made 
publick by Mr. Richard Haines,and approved of by many Honourable 
Members of the Houſe, as well as Merchants and others. 
. » The other'is; That the Woall of the- Natiow'ineecafing'too much, 
4t may: be once in three or fout years wholly deftroy'd,” and the value 
made good by a publick Contribution : bat the many and- great in- 
conveniencies that will conſequently follow this latter, and-can fuf- 
ficiently be demonſtrated; will, as is humbly concetv'd, render the ſame 
altogether unpradticable, - | - 11.94 | 


The Conſideration of all-which, is humbly repreſented to: this 'Ho- 
nourable Houſe, to the intent, that when they have. ſettled ithe 
Peace and 'Security of the Nation, care may be taken for '1ts 
Welfare and Proſperity 5 which ( as/at: any time ſhall be ſufh- 
ciently demonſtrated ) conſiſts in nothing: more than the Im- 
provementand Incouragement of the Woollen-Manufactury. 


